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Local and Family History Research Guides 

18
th

-Century Leeds 

Our Research Guides list some of the most useful, interesting and 
unique items in Local and Family History at Leeds Central Library. 
Many others are listed in our online and card catalogues.  

Contact us for more information: 
Visit: www.leeds.gov.uk/localandfamilyhistory  
Email: localandfamilyhistory@leeds.gov.uk 
Tel. (0113) 378 6982 
Blog: www.secretlibraryleeds.net  
Image Archive: www.leodis.net  
 
Please note: 
PTS=Publications of the Thoresby Society 
*=appointment may be required 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maps 
 A New & Exact Plan of the Town of Leedes (c.1726) – John 

Cossins 

 A Plan of Leeds (1770) – Thomas Jeffreys 

 A Map of Near 10 Miles Round Leeds (1797) – Gilbert Wright. In 
Wright’s A History of the Town and Parish of Leeds [Containing a 
list of Merchants, Tradesmen, &c.] 

 Printed Maps and Plans of Leeds: 1711-1900 (1960) – compiled by 
Kenneth J. Bonser & Harold Nichols. PTS, Volume 47 

 

Contemporary Accounts & Primary Sources 
 *The Blessedness and Reward of Charity Asserted (1710) [Sermon 

preached by] - John Killingbeck 

 *On Occasion of his Resigning his Pastoral Office Among Them 
(1773) [A Sermon, Preached before the Congregation of Protestant 
Dissenters, at Mill-Hill-Chapel in Leeds, May 16, 1773 by] - Joseph 
Priestley 

 *The Leeds Directory: For the Year 1798 (1798) – John Ryley 

 *A Compleat Catalogue of Books in the Circulating Library at Leeds 
(1785) – Thomas Wright 

 *Twelve Letters to Richard Richardson of Chester, on Various 
Business and Domestic Subjects (1784-1791) – Thomas Barstow 
of Leeds 

 *Three Original Poems; Being the Posthumous Works of Pendavid 
Bitterzwigg, Esq. (1751) – John Berkenhout 

 *Memoranda Book (1712-1750) – John Lucas. Manuscript.  

 *Ducatus Leodiensis (1715) – Ralph Thoresby. Annotated edition 
by Thomas Wilson, F.S.A. (c.1745) 

 *Vicaria Leodiensis; Or, the History of the Church of Leedes (1724) 
– Ralph Thoresby 

 The Wandering Patentee; Or, a History of the Yorkshire Theatres, 
from 1770 to the Present Day (1973; orig. pub., 1795) – Tate 
Wilkinson 

 *A Catalogue of Very Choice Books (1749) – Joseph Wilson (son of 
Thomas Wilson, F.SA.) 

 The Diary of Ralph Thoresby, F.R.S, 1677-1724:  
Volumes I & II (1830) – ed., Joseph Hunter 
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General Histories of the Period 
 Merchant’s Golden Age: Leeds, 1700-1790 (1987) – Steven Burt & 

Kevin Grady. See also their Illustrated History of Leeds (2002) 

 History of Modern Leeds (1980) – ed., Derek Fraser. Chapters 
‘Georgian Leeds’ (R.G. Wilson) and ‘Demographic Change: 1771-
1911’ (C.J. Morgan) 

 Leeds: A Historical Dictionary (2013)  – David Thornton 
 

Economy, Society and Politics 
 ‘Workingmen’s Cottages in Leeds: 1770-1840’ (1963) – W.G. Rimmer. 

PTS, Volume 46, Miscellany, Volume 13 

 ‘The Industrial Profile of Leeds: 1740-1840’ (1967) – W.G. Rimmer. 
PTS, Volume 50, Part 2, Miscellany, Volume 14, Part 2  

 The Leeds Pottery (1963) – David Towner 

 ‘The Leeds Workhouse Under the Old Poor Law: 1726-1834’ (1980) – 
Philip Anderson. PTS, Volume 56, Part 2, Miscellany, Volume 17, Part 
2 

 ‘The Corporation of Leeds in the Eighteenth-century’ (1979) – R.G. 
Wilson. PTS, Volume 54, Part 4, Miscellany, Volume 16, Part 4 

 ‘The Charity School, the Church, and the Corporation’ (1993) – Carole 
P. Johnston. PTS, 2nd Series, Volume 3 

 The Leeds Woollen Industry: 1780-1820 (1931) – W.B. Crump. PTS, 
Volume 32 

 East End, West End: The Face of Leeds During Urbanisation, 1684-
1842 (1988) – Maurice Beresford 

 The Burial Ground Problem in Leeds: 1700-1914 (2013) – Jim Morgan 

 Leeds in the Seventeenth and Early Eighteenth-centuries (2008) – ed., 
Maurice Beresford, G.C.F. Forster & J.W. Kirby 

 Gentlemen Merchants: The Merchant Community in Leeds, 1700-1830 
(1971) – R.G. Wilson 

 

Religion & Culture 
 ‘Holy Trinity Church in the History of Leeds: 1727-1977’ (1979) – 

G.C.F. Forster. PTS, Volume 54, Part 4, Miscellany, Volume 16, Part 4 

 ‘The Theatre in Hunslet Lane’ (1975) – J. Copley. PTS, Volume 54, 
Part 2, Miscellany, Volume 16, Part 2 

 The Leeds Library: 1768-1968 (1994) – Frank Beckwith 

 Church Architecture in Leeds: 1700-1799 (1997) –  
Terry Friedman. PTS, 2nd Series, Volume 7 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 ‘Leeds Church Patronage of the Eighteenth-century’ (1954) – R.J. 
Wood. PTS, Miscellanea, Volume 12 

 Early Leeds Printers, Publishers & Booksellers: An Example of the 
Provincial Book Trade in the Eighteenth-century (1973) – Elizabeth 
Parr  

 The Georgian Public Buildings of Leeds and the West Riding (1989) – 
Kevin Grady 

 ‘What was the Relationship between Elite Culture and Power in the 
Town of Leeds from 1760 to 1820’ (2004) – Sue Cottam. PTS, 2nd 
Series, Volume 14       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

People 
 The Watchful Clothier: The Life of an Eighteenth-century Protestant 

Capitalist (2013) – Matthew Kadane 

 The Memoranda Book of John Lucas, 1712-1750 (2006) – ed. and 
introduction by Jonathan Oates. PTS, 2nd Series, Volume 16. See 
also  Contemporary Accounts & Primary Sources 

 Thursby Manuscripts: Being an Account of a Journey by a Leeds Man 
to Lisbon and Oporto in 1775-56; and other related Thursby Family 
Material (2011) – ed., Peter Meredith. PTS, 2nd Series, Volume 21  

 George Stubbs and the Wide Creation: Animals, People and Places 
in the Life of George Stubbs, 1724-1806 (2005) – Robin Blake 

 The Enlightenment of Joseph Priestley: A Study of His Life and Work 
from 1733 to 1773 (1997) – Robert E. Schofield 

 

Newspapers 
 ‘Extracts from the “Leeds Mercury,” 1742-1751, “Leeds Intelligencer,” 

1755-1763’ (1928) – ed., G.D. Lumb, F.S.A. PTS, Volume 28, 
Miscellanea, Volume 9 

 ‘Extracts from the “Leeds Intelligencer,” 1791-1796’ (1956) – ed., 
G.D. Lumb, F.S.A. PTS, Volume 44 

 ‘Extracts from the “Leeds Intelligencer” and the “Leeds Mercury,” 
1769-1776 (1938) – ed., G.D. Lumb, F.S.A. PTS, Volume 38 

 ‘Extracts from the “Leeds Intelligencer” and the “Leeds Mercury,” 
1777-1782: with an Introductory Account of the “Leeds Intelligencer,” 
1754-1866’ (1955) – ed., G.D. Lumb, F.S.A.  
PTS, Volume 40 

 Microfilm copies of the Leeds Mercury 
(from 1719) & the Leeds Intelligencer  
(from 1754). Some original editions  
also available. 
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