A 1ibh. —Ususl couvey work duaring

the day. No execitement. Our company
layed ead-quarters at foothall in eveniung.
o were beaten 2-1

Aungust 17th,—Ouf all day;i a little gun-fire
took place, but the souvenirs fell well to our
right. On guard at night, 10.30 to 12.30,
when tremendous mflefire took place, pre-
ceded by & short bombardment.  On duty
agoin of 4.20 to 6 a.m. “ During the “off
period “found” a mnice rasher near the
oook’s corner, so it soon was frying.  Also
“found ¥ some apples on a tree! During
first turn—it was about midnight—some-
thing came gnealing up & hedge to me. 1
challenged, then &Eipllﬂy lay down, ready.
No response! t interesting, so crept

eautiously nearer! Tt wasa cowllll!l [or

spite T sent it away wilh a good cloul vn the
hindguarters. -

Angust 18th.—Out in morning, whes I met

. Mr. Stowell, now Lance-Corporal. In even-

ing I made o ; nailed across a framé

and fixed to props eight inches from ground.

T was fed up with getting wet through dew.

(I don’t mean to suggest that 1 had n in

the habit of plucking the flower of the

dandelion ss the cause of me, on waking,
ia:ling wot.) The night dew is very heavy
T,

August 19th.—The bed was a g_amt SUCCESS.
(Wish it was bedbime in). p to Head-
guarters on convoy—the nearest 3 Eet to
trenches at present. Omne of my old pals
wes wounded in head the previous might
when up at trenches with engineers. I wud
always Tncky.

August 20th.—Anothier day nearer the end
bf the war! On convoy all day. The 78s
were buay at night.

August 21st. —Saturday; my yreat da{ at
home. Am quite ready for another of those
ood old days. CGot a pass to visit a bown 1n
gur rear to zttend sn entéstainment pra-
vided by treepr. 1t was tres bon,

August 22nd.—A grand day. Aecoplanes
vary active over us, bui our flying men
chased them off. Church parade at might,
the first I’ve been able to attend out bere.
It was all right. On piguet after—7.30 to
9.30 and 1.30 to 3.15.  Lnemy searchlights
were sweeping the sky all night,

August 23vrd.- On convoy, with no exciter
ment.

August 24th.—Had a fresh pair of horses;
absolutely b——s! [Landed me twice in a
diteh during day: Fow T brayed themi
(More language !

August 25th.—Beautiful day. Would not
ax}tarri:n.m_ ‘horses I had yesterday. Had may
pick, so got & good pair. Af night T did my
washing; funds were foo low o pay fer it.
Bailed the garments, and added a disinfect:
ant. Have had a few chats about me latelr,;

Angust, 26th.—OQut from 8.30 until 3.30. A
couple of shells landed in a field where I put
up for mid-da; wateriuﬁ and feeding eof
horses. They ploughed the ground up; don’t
thick wnyone was hit hy spl . Anyway,
I wasn't, " Lucky Peter!” A heavy bom-
i:;grl'dm(ﬁn took plave at night, wherein we
€l wesl] L

Angust 47bh . — Very warm. dnrdng day, At
night T walked to the A.C. to see Stowsll.
Wa 15 rhampdon,  Wad an hour's chat,

August 2%bh.-—The heat continues.  Best
weather we  havg bad |l summer. On
piguet at pight, 780 to 9.30, and 1,30 1o 3
walock. (ot gwo homzs’  doss ™ in harness.

Avuvgust 288h.—-Rouds simply like a desert.
so thiek with dvst. Was about choleed.
However, it simply poured down in after-
noon. KRain ig much needed, so we didn’t
grumble at the wetting. Got nsw clothes
on return, Patched up my “hivi” where
rain was coming through! Rained beavy
@l night. V

August 30tk —Reveills at 6 am. Up liks
the lark, (Perhaps.) On convoy from 8.45
to 3 p.m. On retura was warned to pack
1p and be in readiness to proceed to Brigade
Hﬁaad»quartera on the morrow. That is my
old job; consequently that means more
night work. Not over-pleased at chang. [
T ‘was extremely comfortable here. —How-
ever, ell sorts happen in a soldier’s lifw
Got paid after tea. Bed at 8.15,

August 31st.—Proceeded to Brigade Head- .

guarters, where I arrived in time for dinner.
Took over my horses and trappings in after-
noon. “Queenie” and “Darkie” are my
new pals, The former has heen shot in
breast. but has mnow recovered. Saw
Arnold’s brother in evening. Had a sing-
song before going to ““bed.”

ftember 1st.—Camp duties in morning.
ng in afternvon, Il rained heavily.
Turned out at 6 p.m. Reported ot engineers’
place, and went to trenches with them. On
amival at deshination (by a famous water-
way), 300 yards from trenches, the ' 75's”
gave the enemy fifteen minutes’ rapid fire—
and they cam rapid fire, too. In reburn a
few shrapnel came over, one bursting on the
Toad ﬁiﬂq yards from us. How the bits
whistled! A little rifle fire came our way.
Just missed g’ shell hole by a hair’s breadth
on.ﬁztum ride, ‘but got back to camp all
wight. Alfter stabling, it rained in torrents,
September 2ud.—Up to the boot tops in
mud. Dodging about camp in morning. In
aftermoon a brisk bombardment took place.
We were ordered to “stand by.” Firing
renewed about 7 pom.  Rained in torrents
most of the time.

September 3rd.—AlIl night it simpl
oured down. Blankets and greateoat watat
urned out at 6.30 in a downpour. Mud up
to knees. N 'ses shivering., Took them for
healt-houwr’s exercise. Curee the rainl At
9.30 T lefit rain, and what rain! At certain
the horses had areas to cover up {o the

cnees in water. Was ont jn it up to dinner-
time. Was in our tent most of the afternoon
trying to find a dry spot. Left at six p.m.
for trenches. The fields were in an awful
state. However, I got there; but things wera
quiet, only o little rifle fire taking place. On

return 1 was on piquet. Got
hours “ doss.” P ke b

September Ltl.—Turned out a fine morn-
ing. Almost required a hammer and chisel
to break through the erust of mud on horses!
‘Wiaa on the road by nine a.m., getiting back

at 1.30. Camp duties in affernoon. Evening
in camp.

September 5th.—Rained leavily during th
aight. Out exercising by H.Is.y At gool'l;
Ce:})t.. Cameron came to our camp, and I was
or ered}ilso pack up and return to the com-
pany. The sewgesnt in charge of us, how-
over, wanted me to stay with him, so he got
the captain’s Pem:ssmn to retain me. I
wasn't partienlar where I went. Took over
a new pair of horses in afternoon—nice tits,

too. Attended siclk L ioht
during :l;zter:nosn. Borse at nights Was fins

September 6th.—Nice morning.
ggmmn&to’al_nck, !iahirnina a.tgl.aﬁt.)n rI?:f(%

mp ab six o'clock, Colled at Head-
quarters, hombers’ (had bortake some o).

ug-outs, then our sergeant and I set ous
on a trench frip, Had o map to gnide us
‘across fields. T was a rotten job; got lost,
and into un area full of shelllholes. Then
followed o Jittle ste lechasing.  Nearly
kot my head ent off colliding with a
wire.  Bullets were fairly numeroue, and
o arvival al reserve (venches they wers
too thick for my luste. Got iustructions
to “stand by ” at a corner, but I thought
1t was extra hot there, and was considerin
what to {!9. when someone shouted that %
was on a “marked corner,” and if I didu’t
want to go “home” tg hop it b— guick,
I broke the world’s record for speecll} Wa
were bollh jgl,u[ad to {ft out of it. We then
vat onk to find enother point, but again got

Tost. and in the snd had to make the most
m; o}xr w:la._\_r_ Immc:i. where we gof of 2 a.m.
plastered in mud. A Jibt. ik
Rara s o libtle rum and mild

Goptember 16th.—Out for an hou’s ride

before breakfast. Was ready to go ta

- trenches at 6 p.m., but was recalled, and

wag engaged on courier work instead up te
10 pm., when I iook up the duties of
piquet until midnight; then “ bed,” fealing
very tirved.

September 16th.—Dull all day. Did my
washing in forencon. Don't llice washing-
day! Trenches at uight, and while thers
a gilly devil in frony of me banged into
pile o¥ sheet iron, upseiting the lot. Whast
a moise! OF conrse 1 was heard " over the
way,” and soon & machine fu“ played on
us. The horses were us still as slatnes—
hohaved grand. 1 lay flaf in front of them,
behind o fallen tree. One or two “ bumps’
on the ground very near to me did not sound
comfortable. After quietness come on 1 was
not long in clonring off. Back to cuwp at
miduight.

September 17th.-- As usual, hud o vide be-
fore breakiast. Was oul from 3 to 630,
Met in with w ehap—a cellarman —who sugp
plied me with a glass or three of w.ne,
which was tres bon! Didn’t trouble o dinm
for snyhody atterwards! Hud o “ chat " in
evening, but had a peor time, anly carshig
two; but they wers ' real ™ onee.

Seplember 18th,~Fing weather continues,
put there is u sharp mip in the wornings,
Trenches at nighl; business rather brick,
artillery especially, Glad to get oub of e
sone,  Anmious to retuent Mot ap all, hut
T will, eimply becanse F've gof: tu. Pvidently
Tm not sp heroic as Fred. laf, who, [
understand, is ' angions o pwtudn Pil
don't bhiink,  1f not so dwrode, | claim %o
be.more touthful than 1reddy.  Awtillery
continued o thieavy bomba rdmenit :}h-gwougdwu»t
the nighit, (Nice way to spend o Saturday
mighit, e P

Ber 19Uk, cAoaplaives very active
at diaybreak, Camp duties thromgshout the
day. Had a cross-country e e g



Sapbetm.bm- 200k Ll conep at 1Woa.m.
with another chap (ack Bunindge,  Had

tor travel on by-roads {0 peach o destin:
whion o order wo dodge shiel ] -, Huowever,
while passing thnoughy tliv Do o w faiious
Highland vegiment we asue wigha ante @
terrific shahl—?i-m. Naver expenicncasd aoy-
thuimg klos it. Noiss was awful, tihe geremn

ing of the ghells grating on tlue nerves - vhen

would follow the tevrific bang! We had

already lost o lob of time, so decaded to
gallop through and misk it. Dhe ** Scothes

vegarded usas mad,  One coal-box bursting
thirty yards from us caused o sickly shiver
to run down the back., We really Uhough
it was allup.  To turn back was ou of phe
quesbion, so we pushed forward. The rond
was in a bad elate, being cut up by tvhe
heavy shelling. We ultimately armived at
destination, @ cerbain wosd. Hers we
hailted, and here d had dhe namrowsst esvap
Tve had. ‘While standing by horse’s Lead
a aplinter from bunaling ehell just missed
my head, smashing into a deor of 2
*ghack ” a few yards off. The wind lvom
this flying fragment about turned we sick.

We cleared off ta & spot indienlad by an
officer. Here it absolutely ruined splinters,
but we had good caver. From one o'clock
till two o’clock nat 2 ghell came over. Had

our dinner in peace—bully beef and biscuits:

Had no sconer mounted to get off, bowever,
when they started shelling again. Waited a
few minutes for a lull, which never came,
sc ot off. We got it worse than evaer, but
we covered the ground gquickly,  Another
narrow one; a splinter whizzed between me
and horses’ ears, throwing up the earth a
fow yards to the left. I lay flat on the mare's
back, and unr her to greater speed. At
laﬁth we got clear of the zone, when a faf
Q.M.8. who was with us discovered he bad
dropped his eguipment. w cursed !
After some argument, I set off back, on foot,
to seek it, leaving bim with the horses.
Walked about two miles, when I again got
into the “hell™ area, Was making for z
farmyard to inguire if _'angqee had picked
up equipment, when one buist by a ftree
twenty yards off. The monarch of the forest
want down. T swwas almost blinded by dirt.
An officer of the ““Scotties,” :unnm}f‘ past;
spotted me lying down hehind a tree. hink-
ing I was hurt he came to me, but I was all
yight. He said: “ Thank God.” The two of
us e for his regiment’s dug-onts, teking
the cover of trees, and making short rushes.
The dug-out had ne roof. but as there were
tools in it I started digging like the very
devil and filling sand bags. Thess we covere
our hodies with, ~You can never imagine
whak i;.h'en._v"ﬁ shell fire is Tike. Tt is simply=
terrible: The earth: did tremble. Tt cer-
tainly would have meant sudden death to
put your hea; above that du%-'?ut; the pieces
continually ‘'whizzed over. as a prisoner
here for 45 minutes. The aualpense of waits
1 and expecting is abso utal;{ rotten.
%n quietened ﬁwn, sohI m? ; 0‘5 ﬁhﬁe;;e
t s were. amn that fa M.S.'s
hf:pgy?;: e_".c'a-n-':gpt'@naﬂlgl": - Giot horses,
o

~made for deslination, where we arrived
without further incident. Met Percy Long-
field and 1l:‘ma lot on their way to trenches.

T camp ‘at 9 p.m. Tea, bread,
¢ - me @ lot of good., the rum
especially. You can take it from me that
continuous shell fire tests the nerves of the
strongest men. It malkes the bravest quake.
All sorts of emotion seize you. At first you
are undecided how to act; you feel timid;
after 2 good dose a reckless madness pos-
sesses you, digeretion is thrown to the winds,
you grind your teeth, vurse and swear, sud-
enly stop to light a cigarette; in fact, all
sorts of moods come out. You aré more mad
than sane. And it shakes the nerves. The
worst day of my, life I call this, T can’t put
Qn Papar all the details, but you will be able
1o form an ides, however vague,

¥

September 21et.—On the road by 8 a.m., re-
turning at 1.30. Had a quiet afternoon im
ecamp. Out_ again at 530 to new Head-
1} re.  Our lads came ont of tremches
ast night for twelve days’ rest, so 1 don’t
aﬁmputa trench work during that period.
t to camp at 9.30, then took up piguet
duty awtil midnight. Tnrned in, feeling

~*fad up,” very tired, and it was cold, foa

Sept. 2Znd.—In camp all day. Ri a
bed in our tent for two, raised 12 inc off
the ground. It is bon. Had a “c¢hat™ at
niight, but had another poor cateh, only Dae-
ging #hree

Sept. 23rd.—As is woually the case, had &
ride before breakfast. Teft for a *trip i
round the nnits of our brigade at ten o’clock.

. Met a Tot of old pals from trenches, infantr
lads, who had en in btwenty-four [[ny?
Many of them hac ermai), skulls ag
souvenirs! T declined o«na%k& T in-
fiuired how they could truthf say they
wore Humn skullé, and was told tha skeletons
- were unearthed during operations, the wni-
forms settling the nationality of the bones.
One slenl] wis painted and stuck by cook
Bouse! A good appetiser. In camyp at nighi.

—Dull day. Oug in afterncon
uts??i;*g%lboulgmg town, bhut clesred m:'ﬁ
s shelling operabions commenced. On our

ioht heavy bomberding woa ii progress,
%}; continued thronghout the night .

. 25th,—Phil’s wedding doy—A very
m.ls':?tt‘ime here. Left camp at 9 . in o
dowmpour for our headquaﬁ;ers,_l

state.

nd brought me & mism«'lc‘_i:ﬂ
: and here 1 the heal
:fidhﬁ:hpt;‘iaseasoclf Plh%l :findi g{i\lta;illeéh'goﬁg?g
of Tain the while, I thought 1eai
cby at dear, old 81; then. got on
mgfym;r}a?oﬁrnej, %eﬁh'mg' back ta c;:pp ab
8 p.m. A‘#tﬁr te—bread, butter, an ]a.m-—]—
we had a band pracbice—Dapera -m?_‘:p
instruments, tie others having © gone wast.
: ‘b
Qept., 20th,—Had = hair-cut, —convich
ﬂl»?'.l;‘[:}tn, not the slightest trace of © fringe ;
left. ‘The verdict was that T looked . —
Tn camp all day. Bombarding at night.

th.—Improvement in weabher. On
rui‘:’lp{)'yeg :,m., p} k by 12.80. In ajber:om
wag ol i hree*-fa_lhng_g.ob; and ing 'gha
from. neighbouring shelled ages. e
timber will be used for building & bles,
In ovening our little party Wos engage
discussing plans for ghables. .
Qopt. 28th.—Clenned bits, stirrups, ang
sadd‘[e in, morning. I aftevnoon Wt%ugfi‘:)g
menced our stable-building, contiy
undil dark. —
3 ¢ 26th.—Rained all might, 8
mobu?n{i)}fgmiiw.n on burning out about 6 aﬁm\_i
Very cold. tog, U bt Could bardly : L0
horees for mud.,  On road at 2 p.m., ei tl;m_g
at engineers, then advance H_ead-qua:-? {g.
Rained most of Lime. Back lu_ma._m_ip “-—3;-1 B,
and had boiled ham for tea—tres bhon A :!:
toast, bread, bubter, and jaan I.l_u:‘.e l?o-
again at 9 © slock--no- hon—to go lqﬂ.: P 4;;
one dare not vieit in daylight. telg:fa Wi
were engaged in smashing up 0.:1 T 3
damaged housss, talking stones, wood, @ 2
with us te our omm.% to bhe used for D‘uﬁ
brilding punpose. he wee dmp;g;fm
utely saved my life!!! ko
our comer ak 1 am. Reining.

afternoon, What @ mess &7er Ll
mfuluinglllymt mud.  In camp at night.

—Dpadmed our lines in mMoOTWADNE
ns{)chtgs'i%etrwizt w‘ﬁ" Harness-cleaning i

—iPine morning., On road by .
10%*:1}“%2#&@1'99& bo camp at two o-’ﬁlmlk..
amd gsofc am amezpected * atternoon in. et
a pal in evenin . and aa we raised 6d. he-

'sigeoci‘ an edbaminet nesr bY.

Ootober Srd.—Weather improving. Lett
for trenches at 5 pam., first time for 2 fort-
might. On arrival as nearly Yidled by
ghomoh ; it was rotten. Very quigt, no mos
Hham @ dozen ghots being fired wihile there.

Ooboher 4th,—Camp in morning. Hod o
¢rot romnd in afternoon, returning at 5.80,
While having tea three shells Tanded in next
feld, damaging o farmhouse, A brigk bowm-
ardment, followed.

: g ola
Ootaher sth.—Raining in torrents. b

¢, Gei;)ernl Mud ” camees a lot of trotibis!
Trenches at night, but, fou‘iﬂ‘namesl-{, tfhe nain
kept off during my misit. A little shelling
took place. ﬁawk at 10.15, Hhem hed. (By
ihe way, we have bedes srected im our femt-—
snoks nailed across o frame, radeed off the
grommnd. i There are seven in the
tent-—ail Teeds lads.)

October Bth.-—Had a liktle gunehine. -
joged o hot bath in morning, and a l._uhtla
“ladkbereying > reminded e of batter
days. Trenches at night. Very toggy and
cold. Maxim fire brisk. Rum and tea o
b 1

¥

Ouoher ok,
day.
was aclive, which was followed by rifle apd:

Asroplunés gouive wost of
Trenches ot night where artiliery
machine-gun fire, Very dark night. &
m In'! rum on reburn bri b mﬁd&aﬁ &
i

October 8tl.—Out before brealkfast. Was

at old head-quarters in afternocon. [Fields
K;T[{ggl{md state. To camp at night. Marly

October 9¢h.—Saturday once move—ones
b;ltss. Wish I could have a “Saturdey-

fore-the-War " day out. Instead of
oalling-at Fenton T called af trenches, just
boi see how tihings are going on. Bombard-
ments of labe are hrisk, ‘Thess bombard-
ments, from a spectacular point of view,
are very pretty, allhough neisy; but they
do “dirty work.”  Anotiher day nearer the

end of war! Think the |
years of it will bhe worst! o o o Ave

Octaber 106h.—Out in mornin
stuck in the mmd. Had t.:. dig w-}ﬁ
Drenches ot night, sorry I couldn’t get o
church. ‘Where | was it wasn’t gquite 60
peaceiul, Exitra heavy bombardment at

night, 0 was not slow in ing . udele
a8 possible. g ama-2

Oetober 11th —Trip round before break-
flast. Had a duy of cleaning harness, amd
it wae in need of it. Turned gut in avening
with sergeamt on a “bnick epotting ” expedis
Fiom. llared our waggons at turning
o e

: o building, i \ i
P dec g, Teinadiie  Netle.

October 12th.—Out most of da:

1K = : Ve £ TL Un
awquet - ot might. A “tot” wes. wery.

October 18th.—On yoad at 8.9 i
at dinner time. Rested in afte:qﬁ::ﬁ Toft
at five o’clock for trenches; and what a
shelling we reeeived! Worst experienced
whilst going to trenches. Held up on a
road for over two hours, getting it hot all
the time. A shrapnel burst over where I
w_aa:i wounding a horse in front of me, whick
died afterwards, bedly wounded a fellow
between the shoulder 'Yblades, hit my mave
on near fore leg, and two horses at my back
were hit. That's as far as I could see, but
I heard later that several casualties ocourred
further down the column, which would pro-
bably be two miles in length. My mare bled
considerably, but we got out of what was a
tight and, very warm position all right. A.
shell can be heard coming, and one can tell
when it is near bursting point. I heard the
extra ““hiss” of the devil which did us
damage, and dived under a limber in front
of me. No doubt that saved me, as the
contents of the limber were hit, several cans
of water being burst. While Iyi

the cover of limher T got a lot ngf g&:ﬁ

thrown in my face, caused by shrapn ik
ing the road near to me. ‘gery t az?]lrf.gflfn
get horses and myself safely to.camp Had
g “straffing ¥ competition before retiring!
Gottlgim{f sverything German. Straff the

Oct. léth.—Attended mare’s wound in.

early morning. She had bled considerably.
p duties during day. Rode out wit

corporal in Bvening to what was once a
village, to “spot out™ a place for our
fatigne party lo commence stone-getting.
operations, to be used for stables. B
again at 10.80.

October 16th.—My mare’s wound: oecupied’
my atfention most of morning. Weund
looks bad; afraid of poison. renches at
night. Not a shell came over, only a little.
rifle-five talting place. Foggy and rold.

Ot. 16th.—Attending my wounded pal in
morning. Lot of artillery fire during day.
Our infantry lads got it hot. Slipped ont
of camp at night with two others; tramped
to town mear by, &odgiug several guards.
We were out for a “fiing.” Been boxed
up too long. Got back to camp. all right.
then took a piguet duty nuntil 2 am.

October 17th.—Typical autumn day = Mare
# little betber. Very glad abowt that., Her
wound hag worried me. Teft for trenches
at 5.80. Did not feel very well. Bombard.
ing all duigij but quietened down towards
evening. fle fire heavy on arrival at
destination. Got into a_shell hole—horses.
and all, with limber! No joke, I can tell
you, on & cold, foggy night, and s few
whizzes to cheer you up, to be in a shell
hole. A litile difficulty experienced in get-
ting out and away.

October 18th.—Spent a lot of time with-
mare. She looks bad, but I'm hopeful of her
pulling round. Poor Nellie. c:;ﬂ'f at night.
In eamp all day. Trom trenches can ba



