
Opening times
Monday – 9.00am – 8.00pm
Tuesday – 9.00am – 8.00pm
Weds – 9.00am – 8.00pm
Thursday 9.00am – 5.00pm
Friday – 9.00 – 5.00pm
Saturday – 10.00am – 4.00pm
Sunday - Closed

Local and Family History
Leeds Central Library, Calverley Street, 
Leeds, LS1 3AB
T: 0113 378 6982
E: localandfamilyhistory@leeds.gov.uk
W: www.leeds.gov.uk/libraries

English Civil War 
in Yorkshire
Our Research Guides list some of the most useful, 
interesting and unique items at Leeds Central Library, 
many drawn from our Special Collections. Others are 
listed in our online catalogues. 

Please note: * indicates an item from our Special Collections. ID 
may be required to view these items.

English 
Civil War in 
Yorkshire

A small selection of English Civil War material available in our general 
reference collection:

1. Hughes, A. The causes of the English Civil War (Basingstoke, 1991) 
– Classmark: 942.062 HUG

2. Bell, R. Memorials of the Civil War Vol I & II (London 1849) 
– Classmark: Y 942.062 FAI

3. Firth, C. & Davies, G. Regimental History of Cromwell’s Army Vol I & II (Oxford, 
1940) – Classmark: Y 355.3 FIR

4. Hutton, R. The Royalist war effort 1642-1646 (London, 1982) 
– Classmark: 942.062 HUT

5. Gibb, M. A. The Lord General, A life of Lord Fairfax (London, 1938) 
– Classmark: Y B FAI

6. Markham, C. R. A Life of the great Lord Fairfax, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army of the Parliament of England (London, 1870) – Classmark: Y B FAI

7. Firth, C. H. The Life of William Cavendish, Duke of Newcastle (London, 1886) – 
Classmark: B NEW

8. Newman, P. R. Marston Moor 1644, The Battle of the Five Armies (Pickering, 
2003) – Classmark: 942.062 NEW

9. Tucker, J. The English Civil War: A Military Handbook (London, 1972) 
– Classmark: 942.062 ENG

10. ed. Morrill, J. The Impact of the English Civil War (London, 1991) 
– Classmark: 942.062 IMP

11. ed. Matthew, H. G. & Harrison, B. Oxford Dictionary of National Biography 
(Oxford, 2004) – Classmark: Information and Research 920



A selection of Yorkshire Based English Civil War material available in our 
general reference collection:

The items listed below are only a selection of Yorkshire based English Civil War 
material in our collections. The full collection is catalogued in the card 
catalogue in the Local and Family History Library and on the main Leeds 
Library’s online catalogue: https://leeds.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk 

1. Johnson, D. Adwalton Moor 1643 – The battle that changed a war (Pickering, 
2003) – Classmark: L ADW 942
Johnson challenges the perception that the Battle of Adwalton Moor was 
merely a regional battle suggesting that the battle changed the 
Parliamentarians’ negotiation strategy with Scotland.

2. Fox, G. The three sieges of Pontefract Castle (Otley 1987) 
– Classmark: YQ PON 942

3. Ashcroft, M. Y. Scarborough Records 1641- 1660 (Northallerton, 1991) – 
Classmark: YQ SCA 942
A comprehensive chronology of the political, social and military events in 
Scarborough during the Civil War

4. Johnson, G. W. The Fairfax Correspondence, Memoirs of the Reign of Charles 
the First Vol I & II (London, 1848) 
– Classmark: Y 942.052 FAI

5. ed. Horsfall -Turner, J. The Old History of Bradford 1776 (Bradford, 1834) – 
Classmark: Y 942.062 FAI
A collection of letters from General Fairfax describing the Battles of Leeds, 
Wakefield, the Siege of Manchester and the Taking of Bradford.

6. Yorkshire Archaeological Journal Vol. 8 (London, 1884)
 – Classmark: Y 906 YOR
Short Memorials of the Civil War by Thomas Lord Fairfax p.199 – 226

7. Proposed Battlefield Register, Adwalton Moor 1643 (London, 1994) 
– Classmark: LQP ADW 942

8. Cooke, D. The Forgotten Battle, The Battle of Adwalton Moor, 30th June 1643 
(Tadcaster 1996) 
– Classmark: LQP ADW 942

9.  Haward, W. I. Yorkshire and the Civil War (Burnley, 1971) 
– Classmark: Y 942.81 HAW

A selection of English Civil War in Yorkshire material held in our Special 
Collections:

To view the following items you will need to bring identification, a separate 
recent proof of address and may need an appointment to view. 

1. Paulden. T. Pontefract Castle- An account of how it was taken (1702) 
  Classmark: SR 942.81 PON

2. Cattermole. G. The Great Civil War of the times of Charles the First and 
Cromwell (London 1857) – Classmark: Q GC 942.062 CAT

3. Military Memoirs of the Great Civil War. Being the Military Memoirs of 
John Gwynne: and an account of the Earl of Glencairn’s expedition 
(Edinburgh, 1822) – Classmark: Q GC 942.062 GWY

Civil War Tracts – The Wing Collection:
The Wing Collection at Leeds Central Library comprises over 800 items 
printed between 1640 and 1700, mostly Tracts documenting the events, 
politics, religious debates and social life throughout the turbulent period of 
the English Civil Wars. Here are a few selected Civil War Tracts:

4. An exact and true relation of a bloody fight performed against the Earl of 
Newcastle and his forces before Tadcaster and Selby in Yorkshire (London, 
1643) – Classmark: STC Wing F1639A

5. His Majesties propositions to Sir John Hotham and the inhabitants of Hull 
(London 1641) – Classmark: STC Wing C2730

6. Reason why Sir John Hotham trusted by the Parliament cannot in honour 
agree to the Treaty of Pacification made by some Gentlemen of Yorkshire at 
Rothwell in 1643 (London, 1643) 
– Classmark: STC Wing H2908

7. A true and plenary relation of the great defeat given by my Lord Fairfax’s 
Forces unto my Lord of Newcastle’s Forces in Yorkshire (London, 1643) – 
Classmark: STC Wing C7031

8. England and Wales, Parliament, House of Commons. - The charge of the 
Commons of England against Charles Stuart, King of England (London, 1648) 
– Classmark: STC Wing E2537

9. A humble petition of the gentry and commons of the county of York, 
presented to His Majesty, concerning John Hotham’s refusal to give His 
Majesty entrance to Hull (London, 1642) – Classmark: STC Wing H3504A

https://leeds.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomason_Collection_of_Civil_War_Tracts
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