Opening times

Monday — 9.00am — 8.00pm
Tuesday —9.00am — 8.00pm
Weds — 9.00am — 8.00pm
Thursday 9.00am — 5.00pm
Friday — 9.00 — 5.00pm
Saturday — 10.00am — 4.00pm
Sunday - Closed

About The Gott Bequest

The collection comprises over 600 rare
books, covering a range of subjects related
to the fields of gardening, botany and
horticulture. Particularly strong in early
texts from the 17th and 18th-centuries, the
Bequest includes classic works by such
notable figures as William Curtis, the editor
of Curtis’s Botanical Magazine and the
author of the 6-volume Flora Londinensis.
The collection was purchased by the library
service over a number of years from a
donation left by Beryl Gott, great-
granddaughter of the textile pioneer
Benjamin Gott.

® next to a catalogue entry indicates that
the volume contains plates or other
illustrations of particular interest

The Gott
Bequest

The Gott Bequest at
Leeds Central Library

Catalogue showing highlights from our

collection of rare botanical and

gardening books
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- Libellus de re Herbaria Novus (1538; 1877 facsimile) - William Turner

- A New Herbal, or Historie of Plants (1586) - Rembert Dodoens

- Gerard’s Herbal; the Essence Thereof (1636; 1927 ed.) - John Gerard ®

- The Spiritual Use of an Orchard, or Garden of Fruit Trees (1656) - R.A. Austen
- A Treatise of Fruit Trees (1657) - R.A. Austen

- A New Orchard & Garden (1676) - William Lawson

- Flora: Seu, De Florum Cultura (1676) - John Rea

- Instructions to Raise Fruit Trees that Prosper in England (1696) - T. Langford

- Kalendarum Hortense; or, the Gardener’s Almanac (1699) - John Evelyn

- Botanologia: The English Herbal or History of Plants (1710) - William Salmon
- The Theory & Practice of Gardening (1712) - John James ®

- The Nobleman Gentleman & Gardener’s Recreation (1715) - Stephen Switzer
- A Compleat System of Husbandry & Gardening (1716) - John Worlidge

- Extracts of the Art of Gardening (1717) - Reverend Mr Lawrence

- The Retired Gardener (1717) - Anne Antonie ®

- New Improvements of Planting & Gardening (1718) - Richard Bradley

- The Fruit Garden Kalendar (1718) - John Laurence

- General Treatise of Husbandry for the Month of April (1724) - R Bradley

- General Treatise of Husbandry for the Month of October (1724) - R Bradley
- The Complete Seedsman (1726) - Benj. Townsend

- The Practical Kitchen Gardener (1727) - Stephen Switzer ®

- Catalogue of Trees and Shrubs (1730) - Society of Gardeners ®

- The Practical Fruit Gardener (1731) - Stephen Switzer

- A New Treatise of Husbandry & Gardening (1738) - Samuel Trowell

- Pleasure & Profit in the Art of Gardening (1741) - Charles Evelyn

- The Gardener’s Calendar (1748) - Philip Miller

- The Gardener’s Dictionary (1751) - Philip Miller

- A Treatise of Fruit Trees (1755) - Thomas Hitt

- The Scots Gardener for the Climate of Scotland (1756) - John Reid

- Eden; or a Compleat Body of Gardening (1757) - John Hill ®

- The Gardener’s New Kalendar (1758) - John Hill ®

- Misc. Tracts Relating to Natural History, Husbandry & Physic (1759) Translated
from the Latin by Ben J. Stillingfleet

- The Practice of Gardening (1759) - Thomas Perfect
- Botanist’s Dictionary (1763) - James Wheeler

- The Gentleman Gardener (1766) — Rev Mr Stephenson
- An Essay on Design in Gardening (1768) - George Mason
- Tracts on Practical Agriculture & Gardening; including a Complete

Chronological Catalogue of English Authors on Agriculture, Gardening,
etc (1769) - A Country Gentleman.

- The Practical Gardener (1769) - James Garton

- The Royal Gardener (1769) - Anthony Powell

- Observations on Modern Gardening (1770) Thomas Whately

- A Complete Body of Planting & Gardening (1770) - Rev. William Hanbury

- Catalogue of plants (1771) - William Malcolm

- The New Gardener’s Dictionary (1771) - John Dick

- The Gardener’s Pocket Calendar (1776) - Thomas Ellis

- A Treatise upon the Hot House: (1776/1777) - John Kennedy

- The Gentleman & Lady’s Gardener (1776) - Robert Edmeades

- Flora Londinensis: Vols. 1-6 (1777) - William Curtis ®

- A Treatise on Forest-Trees (1778) - William Boutcher

- The Garden Mushroom: it’s Nature & Cultivation (1779) - J. Abercrombie ®
- The British Fruit-Gardener & Art of Pruning (1779) - John Abercrombie

- The Complete English Gardener (1780) - Samuel Cooke

- Planting & Ornamental Gardening (1785) - W Marshall

- Methods of Planting, Training & Managing Fruit Trees (1786) - P. Le Brocq
- Curtis’s Botanical Magazine: Vols. 1-184 (1787 - 1983) ®

- Every Man His Own Gardener (1787) - Thomas Mawe

- The Gardener & Planter’s Calendar (1788) - R Weston
- Gardener’s Assistant in the Practice of Gardening (1794) - John Abercrombie

- The Scotch Forcing Gardener (1797) - Walter Nicol ®

- Engravings of Heaths: Vols. 1-2 (1800) - H Andrews ®

- The English Physician Enlarged (1801) Nicholas Culpepper

- A Treatise on Fruit Trees (1802) - William Forsyth ®

- Rural Recreations (1802) - A Society of Practical Gardeners ®

- Exotic Botany (1805) - James Edward Smith ®

- Curtis’s Lectures on Botany (1805) ®

- Gardeners Dictionary (1807) - Philip Miller ®

- The Gardener’s Remembrance (1807) - James McPhail

- Dictionary of Practical Gardening (1807) - Alexander McDonald ®
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Illustration of three poppies from Mrs Loudon’s British Wild Flowers (1850) From Curtis’s Botanical Magazine (1811)




- The British Garden (1808) - Lady Charlotte Murray

- Coloured Figures of English Fungi or Mushrooms (1809) - James Sowerby ®
- The Villa Garden Directory (1810) - Walter Nicol

- Medical Botany: Vols. 1-2 (1810) - William Woodville

- The Gardener’s Calendar (1812) - Walter Nicol

- Hints on the Formation of Gardens (1812) - John Claudius Loudon ®

- The New Botanic Garden: Vols. 1-2 (1812) ®

- Plan & Introduction to the Knowledge of Gardening (1813) - Charles Marshall
- Culpepper’s Complete Herbal (1815) - Nicholas Culpepper

- The Woodland Companion (1815) - John Aikin

- The Botanical Cabinet: Vols. 1-13 (1817) - George Cooke ®

- The British Herbal & Family Physician (1820) - Nicholas Culpepper ®

- Dialogues on Botany for Young Persons (1819) - Maria Edgeworth ®

- The Florist’s Manual (1822) - Mary Elizabeth Jackson ®

- The Florist’s Directory (1822) - Samuel Curtis ®

- Conversations on Botany (1823) ®

- Exotic Flora (1823) - William Hooker Jackson

- The Green House Companion (1824) - John Claudius Loudon

- The Botanic Garden: Vols. 1-8 (1825-1826) - B. Maund ®

- Sweet’s Hortus Britannicus (1826) - Robert Sweet

- Practical Gardener & Modern Horticulturist (1828) - Charles McIntosh ®
- A History of English Gardening (1829) - George W. Johnson ®

- Catalogue of the Plants Indigenous to Britain (1830) - John Claudius Loudon
- A Guide to the Orchard & Kitchen Garden (1831) - George Lindley

- The Moral of Flowers (1833) - Rebecca Hey

- The Floricultural Cabinet & Florist’s Magazine: Vols. 1-27 (1833-1859) ®
- Transactions of the Horticultural Society of London(1835) ®

- The Landscape Gardener (1835) - J Dennis

- The English Gardener (1838) - William Cobbett

- The Greenhouse, Hot-House & Stove (1838) - Charles McIntosh ®

- The Suburban Gardener Companion (1838) - J. C. Loudon ®

- The Flora of Yorkshire (1840) - Henry Baines

- Ladies’ Flower-Garden of Ornamental Annuals (1844) - Mrs Loudon ®

- Flowers From an Indian Garden (1846) ®

- The British Florist; or a Lady’s Journal of Horticulture: Vols. 1-6 (1846) ®

- The Florist (1848-1852) ®

- Popular Field Botany (1848) - Agnes Catlow ®

- The Ladies’ Flower Garden of Ornamental Perennials (1849) - Mrs Loudon ®
- British Wild Flowers (1850) - Mrs Loudon ®

- Favourite Field Flowers (1850) - Robert Tyas ®

- My Own Garden (1855) - Mrs Loudon ®

- Orchidaceous Plants: 15t & 3" series (1862-1865) - Robert Warner ®

- English Botany; Coloured Figures of British Plants: Vols. 1-13 (1863-1896) ®

- lllustrations of the Natural Orders of Plants (1868) - Elizabeth Twining ®
- Familiar Wild Flowers (1878) - F. Edward Hulme

- Familiar Wild Flowers: 2nd-9th Series (1878) - F. Edward Hulme ®

- Greenhouse Favourites (1879) ®

- British Wild Flowers (1882) - lllustrated by John Sowerby ®

- Paxton’s Flower Garden: Vols. 1-3 (1884) - Professor Lindley ®

- Orchids (1885) - Harriet Stewart Miner ®

- Lindenia Iconography of Orchids: Vols. 1-15 (1891) - J. Linden ®

- The Flowers of Japan (1892) - J Condor ®

- Favourite Flowers of Garden & Greenhouse (1896-1897) - Edward Step ®

- lllustrations of the British Flora (1905) - Drawn by W.H.Fitch & W.G.Smith ®
- Familiar Trees: Series 1-3 (1906) - GS Boulger ®

- British Trees (1907) - Drawn by Rex Vicat Cole ®

- Notes on Tulips (1930) - WR Dykes ®

- Paxton’s Magazine of Botany & Register of Flowering Plants: Vol. 5 (1938) ®
- Flowers of Rock Plants (1939) - Drawn by Arlette Davids ®

- Wild Flowers of the Chalk (1947) - John Gilmour ®

- The Art of Botanical Illustration (1951)- William Blunt ®

- Temple of Flora (1951; from 1807 original) - Robert John Thornton ®

- Roses (1954) - Pierre-Joseph Redouté ®

- Asiatic Magnolias in Cultivation (1955) - GH Johnstone ®

- A Book of Wild Flowers (1956) - Elsa Felsko ®

- A Victorian Flower Album (1978) - Henry Terry ®

- Botany: A Study of Pure Curiosity (1979; from an 1805 original) - Jean-Jacques

Rousseau & illustrated by P.J Redouté ®

- Curtis’s Flower Garden Displayed: 120 plates from 1787-1807 (1981) ®
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