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The Early Life of Gertrude Paul

*d Gertrude Maretta Paul was
born on Gth September 1934 in
Parson Ground Village on the
Caribbean iSland of St. Kitts,
in the nation of $t. Kitts and
Nevis in the West Indies.

The daughter of Ellen and Manny, ‘Gerty’, as O\
she was called by her 9randParents, hada | —
very haPPy childhood on the beautiful isSland. |
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Gertrude’s family lived near

the sea — and Gertrude I0ved
it. She went t0 bed every night
listening t0 the sound of the
waves on the beach.




—-‘ Gertrude was the eildest of 13

children, although sadly, only
11 survived t0 adulthood.
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She went to school from the age of fOur.Tr_wen attended 2’

the island’s Girls Convent Grammar School. She faced a
few challenges from the start, but with support from her
family and her determination, She overcame them.

‘ Gertrude loved 10 learn, but her

teachers did not like that she was left-
handed. Her 9randParents told them it

didn’t affect her ability to learn — and
guess what? They were right!
—

= 8\ P -\ Gertrude was also hearing impaired in her
= 9’ | icft car, but she never let this stop her.




a friendly,
outg0ing child with a
vibrant personality. She
came from a musical family,
and loved $§in9ing, dancing,
performing, and music,
esPecially Playing the Piano!

Her 9randma and 9reat-aunt were always buying her sheets of
music, and Puttingd on concerts which she loved t0 be a Part of.

Gertrude was very 900d at teaching
arouPs of Sinders how t0 harmonise.
She also loved 90ing on Picnics!
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When she was only 15, she
went t0 the neighbouring
isSland of Antiua 10 bedin
training as a teacher.
When she returned to St.
Kitts two vears later, she
started her first Job
teaching at Bethel School.

Her PuPils Ioved her, and t00k her On a Pitnic when
she left the $chool as a way t0 Say thank you!




In the autumn of 1955, Keithley left St. Kitts t0 90 ahead of
Gertrude 10 Endland, where they were recruiting PeoPle with
skills from the islands. In 1956, aded 21, Gertrude Paul Packed
her life into boxes t0 make the dourney t0 Endland t00. She

was very excited. It was time for a new chabter 10 begin.

In 1955, when she was 20
- | years old, Gertrude married
4 Keithley Paul. He was a super
-~ | Smart mathematician and

- 71 mechanical engineer who
loved debates, and could fix
and make anything.

and would tutor peoPle who
needed helP in trigonometry
outside of teaching. l
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The Teaching Life of Gertrude Paul

'.l The dourney t0 Endland

took 6 weeks by sea!

Gertrude made 10ts of friends
W= on the voyade, many 0f which
‘ became her friends for life.

They stopPed at 10tS Of Places On
the way, and Gertrude spent many

dinner parties. Gertrude was full
of confidence, and PeoPle naturally
gravitated towards her. She
encouraded those who were
scared, as she was naturally a
very caringd person.

haPPy eveningds hosting 9lamorous -




fj After the ship docked at
SouthampPton, Gertrude
went Straight t0 Leeds in

the ‘Industrial North’ to
start her new life with her
B husband Keithley. They
settled in ChaPeltown. Leeds
had a big PoPulation of
peoPle from St. Kitts and
Nevis at that time.

Z
Gertrude had Packed her | S
typewriter in one of her |\ N _
many boxes, and her first R U WP,
Job in England was as a < \\ f,/*\ _ ;
typist for British Raill . N R 7

She was used 10 helping others,
and often 9ave free typPing
lessons 10 those who wanted

t0 learn in her home.




dGer'rrude’s dream was
t0 teach in En9land the
way She had taught in
St. Kitts. Teachind was
where she felt habpiest
and $0 She 100ked for a
way t0 return t0 doing §
what she loved best.

THE ‘

GEUNWI‘CKST‘RI
_ CemmiTTeE H

Di€fevent communities

However, life was hard for
| people of colour in Endland at
this time. Gertrude had t0

31 Push throush discrimination
U and racism, but she was very
—| determined, and refused to
| let it StoP her, as She believed
. | in herself and her abilities.

In 1959, three years after she had first arrived in En9land,
Gertrude Started I0bbying t0 teach. Despite already bein9
qualified, she had t0 comPlete another teacher training

course 10 be allowed t0 teach.

—
From 1960-1962 she studied at James Graham Teacher ’
Training Collede for Education (now known as Carnedie School
of Education at Leeds Beckett University), while still working
very hard as a tyPist, and when she 9raduated in 1962, She
became one of a handful of Black teachers in Leeds!




Gertrude Started teachin9 at Primary $choolS in South |
and North East Leeds 10 9ain exPerience. Her first
teaching Post was at ClaP9ate School in Belle Isle. 7

Mrs Paul, as She became
known, had an excellent
reputation for teaching

Maths, Engdlish, Art, Drama

and Music. She taudht
youn9 peoPle how 10 read

music, how to Play a
musical inStrument, and
g0t them t0 ParticiPate in
orchestras, which was the
first time for many.
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She also taudght as Senior Mistress
at Cowper Street School.
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During this time, Gertrude and Keithley had two children —

Heather and Michael Paul. Gertrude’s family, her pParents and
10 Siblings, als0 came t0 J0in her in Endland in 1960.
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In 1976, at the ade of 42,
Gertrude became the very first
Black headteacher in Leed$ and
Yorkshire, at Eimhurst Middle
School (now known as Bracken
Edge Primary)!
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One of her 90als was t0 Prevent Black children being L
discriminated against and Put unfairly into ESN (‘educationally

subnormal’) $chool Prodrammes that would limit their ability
to achieve their real Potential.

She loved 10 instil YOung PeoPle with a sense of identity,
and taught them how t0 rise above all forms of
nedativity and Predudice, and aim t0 Succeed in life.




The Le9acy of Gertrude Paul in Educational,
Community and Cultural Activism

Friends, YOoung peoPle,

and cOmmunity were

always at the heart of
what Gertrude did.
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She was a natural leader and could connect PeoPle of all

different ages. Throughout the early 19608, even while she was
studying, she helped t0 Set ub and run several cOmmunity

arouPs, such as Leeds International Women’s Group, The Afro-
Asian Society, and the United Caribbean AsSociation.
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She would or9anise triPS and activities for her community, including
visitind EuroPe. Gertrude was also one of the foundind members of

Leeds West Indian Carnival — which i$ now one of the most
imPortant and fun events Shared by many families in Endland!




Gertfrude Ioved to help
PeoPle, and $0 she set

uP one of England’s very [ |

first Saturday Schools
within the African

Caribbean Community,
a first for Leeds.

N ,; she hosted youth clubs and

Volunteerind was a huge

N Part of Gertrude’s life, and
a\| outside of school hours,

&=l summer Play Schemes.
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It focused on teaching reading, writind and arithmetic, but it
also taudht 900d behaviour, disciPline, creativity, and Black history,
$0 that PuPils could better understand their cultural heritage and

feel proud of where they came from and who they were.
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In 1976, Gertrude was a key Part of the Defence
Committee for a 9rouP of youth from Chapeltown who
were wrongdly charged by Police after 9athering 10
celebrate the evening of Bonfire Night Peacefully.
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Gevtvude At the end of the Bonfire Night Trial, the Jury
with 1 o€ the acquitted 21 of the 25 char9es adainst the Youths
acquitted findind most of them Not Guilty.

The result was a Sidnificant victory for Black young
PeoPle, and a turning Point in the strugdle for racial
Justice and unity in Yorkshire, and in Endland.




In 1980, Gertrude became a CommissSioner for
the Commission of Racial EQuality for the North.
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Throughout her lifelon9 career, She worked firelessly 10 encouragde,
lead, 9uide, and insPire. She encouraged Parents from all

back9rounds and ethnicities t0 sPeak up on their children’s behalf
in $¢h0o0IS and in the communities across Yorkshire, and EnSland.

da']e challen9ed legislation, the hidden curriculum, ESN |
camPaidns, and championed the rights of young people
for the next two decades. She also worked with
community 9roups, Parents, and the Police 10 imProve
community relations. Gertrude always had an 0Pen door
for anyone who needed her help and support. >
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On Friday 23rd February 1990, HRH Queen Elizabeth II and HRH
Prince PhiliP came 10 Leeds in respPonse t0 a letter from Mrs Paul,
who was then the PreSident of the United Caribbean Association, t0

obPen UCA House - a house converted by the UCA into a reSidential
home for older PeoPle. This viSit was a very sPecial day for Gertrude. i
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In the Ssummer of 1991, Gertrude
retired from teaching formally due
10 ill health. In 1992, a year later,
she passed away Peacefully in her
native 38t. Kitts after 90ing 10 See
her 9randmother for the last time

during a battle with cancer. ﬂ
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er funeral in Leeds was attended by over 1500 peoPle from all over
Leeds, Endland, and abroad, all of whom were touched by her life.




conclusion

Mrs Gertrude Maretta Paul was one 0f the most important
visSionary female Black activists, role models, and community
leaders 10 have ever called Leeds home.

She overcame adversity with a Smile and a hug, remained POSitive

in the face of hardshiP, worked hard 10 establish lasting chan9e,

and loved much. She brought values and ambition with her from
St. Kitts that have left a lasting, inSPiring imPact On Leeds.

< She believed that education was a 90lden thread that could
break down barriers, form strong relationshipPs, and help
children build a brighter future for themselves and later 3ive
back 10 their community. Her ledacy and influence continue 10 be
felt today all over Yorkshire and the country.
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